
 

Summer is icumen in

Anonymous, circa 1226
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Parts may be spread over further octaves, eg female voice up an octave,

and recorder higher still, so long as no octave is left unfilled.
Middle English: Generally all letters are pronounced.

Translation
Accompaniment: Sing cuckoo now. Sing, Cuckoo.
Summer has arrived, loudly sing, cuckoo!

The seed grows and the meadow blooms

And the wood springs anew, sing, cuckoo!

The ewe bleats after the lamb, the cow lows after the calf.

The bullock stirs, the stag farts, merrily sing, cuckoo!

Cuckoo, cuckoo, well you sing, cuckoo; don't ever you stop now.
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