Stella Splendens

From Llibre Vermell de Montserrat Anonymous, Late 14th C
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Translation by Dick Wursten

http://www.dick.wursten.be/Vermell_originaltexts_translations.htm
Chorus:

Splendid star on the serrated mountain,

with miracles shining like a sunbeam, hear the people.
From all around they rally, rejoicing,

rich and poor, young and old,
they assemble here to see with their own eyes,

and return from it filled with grace.
Rulers and magnates of royal stirpes,

the mighty of the world, having obtained indulgence
for their sin, they cry out and beating their breast

they kneel and cry thus: Ave Maria.
Prelates and barons, famous counts,

all kinds of monks and priests,
soldiers, merchants, citizens, sailors,

burgers and fishermen are recompensed here.
Peasants, ploughmen and also scribes,

advocates, stone-masons and all carpenters,
tailors and shoemakers, and weavers as well,

all kinds of craftsmen rejoice here.
Queens, countesses, illustrious ladies

powerful and maidens, teenagers and girls,
virgins, old women and widows equally,

climb this mountain; so do nuns.
All these groups assemble here to present themselves,

to remember their vows and keep them as well
by enriching this temple so that all may see this

adorning it with jewels, and return home released.
Therefore, everybody, male and female,

beseeching and cleansings our minds, let us devoutly pray
that we may really experience the glory of the virgin,
the clemency of the mother, and her gracefulness in heaven.



