
 

Pange melos lacrimosum
Anonymous French, circa 1200
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Sopranos may sing an octave higher. Basses may sing an octave lower.
Translation
O tearful elegy, sing a plaintive melody.

A time of mourning has come, a time bereft of joy.

At the eclipse the night of lamentation hides all things.

Let grief prevail, because the reason for grief is plain to see.

 

The sinking star of the Rhine looks down on to Latin soil.

The star's fall enshrouds the earth in darkness.

Truly the Latin region lies hidden, fearing to be seen.

Night is the ally of mischief; [night is the parent of crimes]*
* last line is missing from manuscript, phrase invented by editors
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