
 

Bryd one Brere
Anonymous, circa 1300
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Middle English: Generally all letters are pronounced.
Translation from Constance Fairfax

http://home.uchicago.edu/~atterlep/Music/Songs/brydonebrere.htm
Bird on a briar, bird on a briar,

Mankind has come of love, love to crave.

Blissful bird, on me have pity,

Or build, love, build me my grave.
I am so blithe, so blithe, bird on a briar,

When I see that maid in the hall.

She is white of limb, lovely, true,

She is fair and the flower of all.
Might her I have at my will,

Steadfast of love, lovely, and true,

Of my sorrow she might me save,

Joy and bliss were ever new to me.
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